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Located at the corner of Westchester Street and Carlisle Court, the Aurora Rain Garden will collect and filter 
stormwater in order to reduce flooding and mitigate subsidence.  Flooding occurs when rain falls faster than 
the pumps can remove it.  Subsidence is the sinking of the land that causes potholes in the streets and cracks 
in building foundations.  Subsidence occurs when the clay soils dry out and compress.   

The rain gardens will be maintained much like a typical garden.  
They will require weeding and some watering, especially in the 
beginning when the plants are young.  To reduce maintenance 
needs, the designers chose hardy plants.

Residents can slow down the rate at which the water races to 
the pump stations by storing it in rain gardens.   This stored 
water then has a chance to infiltrate the soils, which helps to 
prevent subsidence.  Furthermore, the rain gardens’ plants 
and soils clean the water by filtering out pollutants. 

The Sewerage and Water Board owns the property and funded 
design and construction of this garden. For questions, please 
contact the Sewerage and Water Board at environmental@
swbno.org or (504) 942-3856.

The Aurora site will consist of two separate rain gardens along with a flow through planter.  Runoff from the 
street will be diverted into one of two rain gardens.  These rain gardens will have sandy soils that encourage 
infiltration.  One of the rain gardens will have gravel below the soil for extra stormwater storage capacity 
below ground.  Both rain gardens will be equipped with under drains.  These under drains ensure that the 
rain gardens will drain within 24 - 48 hours, so that they do not become mosquito habitats.    The flow through 
planter will be a small above ground rain garden.  It will collect water from the roof of the pump station and 
will filter the water through layers of plants, soil, and gravel before discharging it at the bottom of the planter.  
All the water on this site will either infiltrate or eventually connect underground to the street catch basins. 


